
How to look up a bill or monitor 
legislation online 

1. First log on to the Internet 

2. Then go to www.coj.net  This is the City of Jacksonville homepage. 

It will appear similar to this: 



Click on the left tab “Government” and a drop down menu will appear. If you know the 

bill number you want to look up you can go straight to bill search at this point OR click 

on City Council for information on agendas, meetings, video archives, etc. 

If you select City Council, you get  this page. Note the choices include Agendas, Matters 

pending and Minutes as one item and Legislative bill search as another. 



If you clicked on  the Agenda, Matters Pending, Minutes tab, the page below will open. 

From there you can check an upcoming agenda for any committee  OR if you are looking 

for new bills that might impact you, click on Agenda, Matters Pending and Bill Summaries 

under City Council 

This page will appear. Look for the date of the most recent 

Council meeting and click on the agenda. Note if there an 

addendum of the same date as you will want to return  to 

look at it as well. 



The agenda will be multiple pages and the first page looks like this 

Flip through the agenda until you come to Introduction of new Resolutions followed by 

New Ordinances. These are new bills and your first opportunity to find out what is being 

proposed. 

To find out more about a bill, you 

can go back to bill search and look 

up the number OR just click on the 

bill number from this screen 



This page will appear. Click on Bill Details 

You are now in Bill Search on this Bill. Click on Original Text to see 

the text of the bill as introduced 

On many bills in Bill Search you will see a “Bill Summary” option in addition to 

Original Text.  Amendments will appear here as well as “Current Text” if amend-

ments were adopted. Always look at Current Text for bills that have been en-



Current text brings you to this screen. Now click on 

the bill number. 

You will be prompted to OPEN or Save the bill.   Click OPEN. It will open in Word. 

You can read the entire text at this level. However, note the 

small icon in the upper left corner. This is the imbedded file 

where all the exhibits and attachments are posted. These are .tif 

files and open as photos. 



In our example, the first attachment is this budget transfer sheet that shows where 

money is coming from and going to. 

The second page of the 

attachment is a white 

paper explaining the 

need for the bill from 

the department 



What if you want to find out when public hearings will be held,  

or when to expect action on a bill? 

On the agenda and on the matters pending page 

you can find those schedules for each item. Go to 

matters pending. 

You will see the following anatomy of a bill which looks really confusing but is really easy to 

follow if you walk through it slowly. 



First  reading date of introduction 

District impacted Committee assignments 

Planning Department and Planning 

Commission recommendations 

LUZ Public Hearing date 

City Council Public Hearing 

LUZ recommendation 

 

 

Try it yourself with a few other bills 


